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THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

According  to  Mr.  Ewart’s  Public  Libraries  and  Museum  Bill  in 
Boroughs  where  the  population  exceeds  10,000,  if  the  majority  of  a 
public  meeting  of  rate  payers  decide  upon  the  establishment  of  a 
library,  a  rate  of  one  half-penny  in  the  pound  is  to  be  levied  upon  the 
inhabitants.”  This  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction,  and  we  hail  it  as 
a  harbinger  of  better  things  ;  a  deference  to  public  opinion  and  the 
pressure  from  without.  We  have  stated  before  that  three  out  of  the 
four  of  the  members  of  the  universities  voted  against  Mr.  Ewart’s  bill, 
and  we  have  some  fears  even  now,  that  aristocratic  bigotry  and  pre¬ 
judice  may  succeed  in  defeating  the  measure  for  this  session.  The  so 
called  justice  of  this  country  has  kept  the  people  in  a  state  of  ignor¬ 
ance,  and  then  hung  them  for  crimes  which  often  were  the  result  of 
want  of  knowledge,  for  which  we  believe  the  government  was  to  a 
great  extent  responsible.  Can  any  sensible  man  suppose  that  crime 
would  cost  us  a  million  a  year  if  the  people  were  properly  educated  ? 
But  now  for  a  comparison  of  the  public  libraries  of  England  with 
those  of  the  continent.  In  the  United  Kingdom  there  is  only  one 
library  (Manchester)  where  persons  are  admitted  by  merely  inserting 
their  name  and  address.  On  the  European  continent  there  are  447 
public  libraries,  averaging  10,000  volumes  each,  which  are  open  to  the 
people,  and  the  books  at  many  of  them  are  lent  out.  M.  Guizot  in 
his  evidence  before  Mr.  Ewart’s  committee  in  1849,  stated  that  there 
were  109  libraries  in  France  open  to  the  public  without  introduction ; 
and  that  the  greater  number  of  these  were  lending  libraries.  M.  Guizot 
also  bore  testimony  to  the  good  effects  of  the  system.  In  the 
United  States  there  is  a  library  in  every  town  of  5,000  inhabitants, 
and  the  agricultural  labourers  and  mechanics  take  great  interest  in 
these  establishments. — An  Englishman  on  the  continent  may  walk 
into  a  library,  and  is  received  as  a  brother  ;  but  how  is  he  treated  in 
his  own  country  ?  If  he  write  twenty  books,  one  of  each  is  grabbed 
by  the  British  Museum,  Trinity  College  Dublin,  the  Advocates  Li¬ 
brary  in  Edinburgh,  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Library  at  Cambridge.  But  if  the  author  wish  to  enter  these 
learned  repositories,  he  is  often  snubbed  by  the  officials  ;  and  so  dis¬ 
gusted  with  the  impediments  that  are  thrown  in  his  way,  that  he 
abandons  the  attempt.  From  three  of  these  libraries  he  is  entirely 
excluded  unless  he  happen  to  belong  to  a  certain  digue  and  have  a 
friend  at  court. 

In  December  last  we  were  desirous  of  obtaining  admission  to  the 
Library  of  the  British  Museum,  and  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Ellis  giving 
the  name  and  address  of  a  barrister  and  solicitor  ;  the  following  was 
the  reply. 

Reading  Room,  British  Museum,  Dec.  5,  1849. 

Sir 

In  answer  to  your  application  for  a  Ticket  of  Admission  to  the  Reading 
Room,  I  am  desired  to  inform  you,  that  the  Regulations  of  the  British  Museum 
Reading  Room,  do  not  allow  Sir  Henry  Ellis  (to  whom  all  admissions  are 
deputed)  to  take  the  Recommendations  of  Parties  who  are  unknown  to  him,  or 
not  in  ostensible  official  stations.  The  Recommendations  of  Peers  of  the  Realm, 
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Members  of  Parliament,  Judges,  Queen’s  Counsel,  Masters  in  Chancery,  or  any 
of  the  great  Law  OflScers  of  the  Crown  :  any  one  of  the  forty-eight  Trustees  of 
the  British  Museum,  (the  names  of  whom  will  be  found  in  the  Royal  Kalendar, 
page  336,)  Aldermen  of  London,  Rectors  of  parishes  in  London,  Principals  or 
Heads  of  Colleges,  eminent  Physicians,  and  Royal  Academicians ;  or  of  any 
Gentleman  in  superior  post  to  an  ordinary  Clerk,  in  any  one  of  the  Public 
Offices  (stating  his  Official  Station  with  his  name)  are  considered  satisfactory, 
though  the  Parties  may  be  strangers  to  him  :  station  being  deemed  a  sufficient 
guarantee. 

A  Recommendation  from  Mr.  -  will  be  quite  sufficient  if  sent  to  Sir 

Henry  Ellis. 


I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CATES. 


The  reader  will  perceive  that  we  might  have  obtained  our  object 
by  applying  to  Dr.  Paris  ;  a  beaucolic  alderman,  or  a  government 
clerk.  But  how  does  this  mode  of  exclusion  affect  the  poor  student 
or  the  stranger  in  London,  who  may  be  destitute  of  these  aristocratic 
friends  ? 

Let  us  turn  to  our  medical  libraries,  and  the  aspect  is  not  a 
favourable  one.  When  in  Edinburgh  for  a  few  months  in  1848,  we 
wrote  to  ask  permission  to  be  allowed  to  consult  books  occasionally  in 
the  Medical  University  Library,  and  our  letter  was  accompanied  by  a 
recommendation  from  Professor  Simpson.  No  notice  was  taken  of 
the  letter  ;  but  on  applying  to  the  sub-librarian  we  were  greeted  with 
a  short  “No.”  This  library  receives  £575  annually  from  government, 
and  the  University  is  chiefly  supported  by  the  money  of  English 
students.  In  Dublin  we  were  not  treated  much  better  ;  our  written 
application  at  the  College  of  Surgeons  was  unanswered  ;  we  were 
told  however  by  a  gentleman  high  in  authority  that  we  might  enter  ; 
but  as  he  had  no  legal  power  to  grant  permission,  the  offer  was  de¬ 
clined.  A  black  board  at  this  College  is  hung  in  a  conspicuous  place 
with  this  inscription,  “  Visitors  cannot  be  admitted  to  the  Museum 
unless  accompanied  by  a  member.”  We  leave  the  council  to  give  the 
explanation. 

LONDON  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS.— It  will  scarcely  be 
believed  by  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  monstrous  abuses 
that  exist  in  the  medical  profession,  that  the  licentiates  and  extra 
licentiates  of  this  College,  whose  money  has  been  its  chief  support, 
are  not  allowed  to  enter  the  library.  This  honour  is  reserved  for  the 
“  higher  grade  ^  although  according  to  the  parliamentary  evidence  of 
Dr.  Henderson,  3308,  the  freedom  of  the  library  was  conferred  upon 
all  members  of  the  College  in  1708,  but  in  1765  the  words  “  socio 
vel  candidato  ”  were  substituted  for  “  collegce  vel  permisso'^  Dr. 
Yellowly  stated,  4378,  that  when  engaged  in  writing  his  paper  on 
Calculous  diseases,  he  applied  for  the  loan  of  a  book,  and  his  applica¬ 
tion  was  refused. 


LIBRARY  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS.— Mr.  C. 
Hawkins  said,  in  the  presence  of  Prince  Albert,  at  the  Hunterian 
Oration,  1849  (since  published),  that  5,808  persons  had  availed 
themselves  ot  the  advantages  of  the  library  during  the  previous  year, 
ihis  is  all  College  “  clap  trap,”  We  believe  that  not  one-sixth  of 
this  number  were  admitted.  In  the  month  of  January  last  we  find 
from  the  ])ook,  that  about  200  persons  were  admitted,  but  many  of  tliem 
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were  not  members  oi  i\\Q  College,  and  some  were  almost  dailj  attend¬ 
ants.  The  fact  is,  that  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  members  derive  no 
benefit  whatever  from  the  library,  and  the  majority  of  those  in  Lon¬ 
don  are  so  disgusted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  College  that  they 
will  not  go  near  it.  The  library  expenses  for  the  last  four  years  have 
been,  1846,  447/  Os  6d ;  1847,  406/  O5  3d  ;  1848,  426/  Ss  7d  ;  1849, 
422/  135  4d.  For  the  four  previous  years  they  were,  786/  I65  lOd ; 
1 120/  125  7d  ;  940/  5s  Sd  ;  679/  95  lOd,  The  librarian.  Dr.  Willis, 
used  to  receive  300/  a  year,  and  a  sub-librarian  was  kept ;  now  there 
is  one  librarian  only,  who  gets  a  miserable  pittance  of  100/  per  an¬ 
num.  But  how  many  books,  reader,  do  you  think  have  been  pur¬ 
chased  for  the  library,  from  the  first  of  January  to  the  present  time, 
exclusive  of  periodicals  ?  Here  is  the  list  :  “  Owen’s  Fossils  and 
Fossil  Reptilia  ;  Dalrymple  on  the  Eye  ;  and  Syme  on  Stricture.” 
Added  to  these  there  are  20  donations.  The  Council  will  not  let  us 
see  their  accounts,  but  we  suspect  that  the  examiners  think  more  of 
filling  their  own  pockets  than  cf  furnishing  the  library  shelves.  If 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession  were  united  into  a  Faculty  of 
Medicine,  they  could  soon  form  the  best  medical  library  in  the  wmrld; 
duplicates  of  books  for  circulation  might  be  added,  so  that  country 
practitioners,  who  now  derive  no  benefit  from  the  library,  would  have 
nearly  the  same  advantages  as  their  metropolitan  brethren. 


MONTHLY  POLITICAL  RETROSPECT. 

House  of  Commons,  May  31. — “  Lord  R.  Grosvenor  presented  a  pe¬ 
tition  from  400  medical  practitioners,  praying  for  some  reform  in  the 
present  system  of  examination  for  license  to  practice,  &c.,  and  asked 
Sir  G.  Grey  whether  he  intended  to  bring  forward  any  measure  in 
relation  thereto  ?  Sir  G.  Grey  said  he  had  given  the  subject  some 
consideration,  and  had  seen  large  deputations,  among  others,  one  wdiich 
represented  itself  as  from  the  general  practitioners,  and  putting  before 
him  undoubtedly  very  clear  and  definite  ideas  ;  but,  unfortunately, 
the  next  deputation,  which  also  purposed  to  represent  the  general 
practitioners,  expressed  opinions  utterly  opposite  (a  laugh)  ;  under 
these  circumstances,  and  seeing  that  there  was  such  a  difference  of 
opinion  among  even  members  of  the  same  branch  of  the  profession, 
he  did  not  think  he  could  fix  a  time  for  proposing  any  measure.” 

We  read  this  announcement  with  little  surprise,  as  we  stated  in  our 
first  number  that  we  did  not  expect  efficient  medical  reform  from  the 
present  House  of  Commons.  But  do  these  discrepancies  really  exist, 
or  has  Sir  G.  Grey  made  a  convenient  stumbling-block  to  suit  his 
own  purpose  ?  All  the  Associations  pray  for  the  representative  form 
of  government  ;  the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  and  a  uniform 
qualification.  The  National  Institute  and  the  members  of  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Association  are  fully  agreed  upon  these  points,  and  surely  with 
such  a  basis  Sir  G.  Grey  might  have  constructed  a  measure  that 
would  have  benefited  the  public,  and  been  acceptable  to  nine-tenths 
of  the  medical  profession.  The  House  of  Commons  at  the  present 
moment  is  providing  for  the  dead,  and  with  a  monstrous  inconsistency 
neglects  the  living.  W e  have  one  great  consolation ;  the  longer  the  matter 
is  delayed,  the  more  liberal  we  believe  the  measure  will  be.  Besides, 
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the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  will  die  of  inanition  :  the 
former  is  nearly  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  and  the  income  of  the  latter 
is  not  sufficient  to  meet  its  expenses.  They  will  be  starved  out.  Our 
cotemporary,  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet,  has  hit  upon  a  curious  plan  to 
ascertain  the  sentiments  of  the  profession,  by  means  of  ballotting  pa¬ 
pers,  but  the  questions  are  so  indefinite  that  we  have  declined  to  an¬ 
swer  them.  We  had  the  honour  of  sitting  on  the  Council  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  with  Mr.  Wakley,  and  we  hope  he  still 
advocates  a  Faculty  of  Medicine  :  we  remind  him  that  the  district 
branches  of  the  Provincial  Association  pray  for  one  portal  for  all  ; 
now  whether  this  be  at  a  National  Faculty ;  a  National  College  of 
Medicine,  or  a  National  Institute  ;  whether  it  be  situated  in  Black- 
friars,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  or  Pall  Mall,  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence, 
so  long  as  all  classes  in  the  profession  'properly  represented.  The 
Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette  speaks  of  his  respectable  cotemporary 
of  the  Provincial  Journal,  and  this  latter  Journal  is  praising  and  as¬ 
sisting  the  Lancet.  Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes. 

Without  intending  the  slightest  disrespect  to  Mr.  Wakley,  we  can 
only  express  our  sorrow  at  seeing  him  in  such  company ;  he  must 
himself  be  astonished  at  the  event. 

“  Obstupuit  simul  ipse,  simul  perculsus  Achates 
Laetitiaque  metuque,  avidi  conjungere  dextras 
Ardebant  :  sed  res  aninios  incognita  turbat.” 


A  CASE  OF  PHRENITIS  FROM  A  FALL,  WITH 

REMARKS. 

By  G.  ROBINS,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  and  L.A.C.,  Bedford -street.  Covent  Garden. 

April  10,  1850,  I  was  requested  to  see  Master  O.,  aged  26  months; 
a  few  days  since  he  had  a  severe  fall  upon  the  head  after  which  he 
was  fretful,  but  soon  recovered  his  usual  spirits  ;  this  state  of  things, 
however,  did  not  last  long,  he  appeared  dull  and  drooping,  and  I  found 
him  in  the  following  state :  pulse  and  respiration  hurried ;  countenance 
flushed  and  anxious ;  tongue  moist  and  loaded ;  bowels  open ;  head  not 
very  hot  and  the  pupils  natural ;  extreme  restlessness  and  vomiting  at 
intervals.  I  ordered  a  saline  mixture  with  tartarized  antimony,  and 
mercury,  and  chalk  powders. — 11th.  Very  dull  and  difficult  to  rouse; 
pupils  dilated  ;  head  very  hot*  It  is  now  evident  that  the  chief  seat 
of  mischief  is  in  the  brain.  I  did  not  hear  of  the  fall  until  this 
morning.  Three  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  temples,  a  cold  lotion  to 
the  head,  a  blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  two  grains  of  Hyd : 
cum  Cretd  to  be  given  every  six  hours. — 12th.  Worse  in  every  res¬ 
pect  :  quite  unconscious ;  has  frequent  convulsive  starts.  Two  leeches 
to  the  temples,  and  in  addition  to  the  other  medicine,  take  one  dose 
containing  three  grains  of  calomel. — 13th.  Great  heat  of  head;  coma¬ 
tose,  with  frequent  startings  ;  strabismus  and  dilated  pupils  ;  motions 
like  chopped  cellery.  One  leech  to  the  temple,  and  ice  to  be  constantly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  head.  Take  half  a  grain  of  Hyd :  Chlorid.  every  two  hours. 
— 14th.  Symptoms  the  same  :  continue  the  medicine. — 1 5th.  Still 
comatose,  with  strabismus,  dilated  pupil  and  convulsive  starts,  but  the 
hea,d  is  not  quite  so  hot,  and  the  motions  are  more  natural.  Continue 
the  calomel  and  take  one  grain  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  every  three 


